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Australian Catholic  
Youth Festival	
WHAT IS THE AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC YOUTH FESTIVAL? 
The Festival is a national gathering of Catholic young people (pilgrims) held 
every few years. It exists to provide young people with opportunities to deepen 
their relationship with Jesus, be empowered to be disciples in the world and 
encounter and celebrate the vitality of the Church in Australia. The 2025 Festival 
will be hosted by the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne.

WHO WILL ATTEND?
Like previous Festivals, thousands of young people and leaders from schools, 
parishes and communities from all across Australia are expected, as well 
as many of our Bishops. A broad range of presenters, performers and expo 
stall exhibitors will also be present – contributing to a vibrant and engaging 
experience of the Church.

WHEN AND WHERE WILL IT TAKE PLACE?
In 2025, the Festival will be held at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition 
Centre (MCEC). Located within Melbourne’s vibrant city centre, MCEC is 
conveniently situated along the banks of the Yarra River, a short walk from major 
city train stations as well as accessible by tram and other modes of transport.

The Festival will begin on Sunday 30 November (afternoon) and finish on 
Tuesday 2 December (late evening). Timetabling information will be released 
progressively as available.

WHAT DOES THE FESTIVAL INVOLVE?
ACYF is a three-day festival bringing together thousands of pilgrims from all 
across Australia. The Festival will include opportunities for engagement with 
other young people, school and youth groups, Bishops, musicians and speakers. 
Each day will include the opportunity to engage in a wide range of activities 
including prayer, Mass, workshops, talks, live concerts, games, justice issues and 
an interactive expo.
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What is the Expo and Justice  
Activity Centre?
The Expo and Justice Activity Centre is a vibrant space in which pilgrims are 
invited to explore opportunities to discover and embrace their personal vocation 
beyond the Festival experience.

Through interactive experiences and connections with representatives of various 
Catholic communities and organisations, the Expo and Justice Activity Centre will 
help young people to consider ways to discern God’s will, live as disciples of Christ 
and make positive and hope-filled contributions to the Church and broader world.

The Festival Expo and Justice Activity Centre will:

•	 Provide pilgrims with an opportunity to discover, reflect and enter into dialogue 
on current topics that are relevant to them;

•	 Assist pilgrims to reflect on what the poor have to teach us;

•	 Encourage pilgrims to pursue their mission of love and service and consider 
meaningful ways of living as disciples of Christ today, through hands-on and 
interactive experiences;

•	 Open pilgrims’ minds and hearts to the multitude of ways in which they can live 
out their baptismal call and hear and discern God’s will for their lives.



4

Be part of an exciting opportunity
WHY BE AN EXHIBITOR?
The Expo and Justice Activity Centre provides an excellent opportunity to 
connect with a wide variety of young people and their leaders (youth group 
leaders, teachers and clergy) from across Australia and introduce them to 
particular charisms or works, while also enhancing the Festival experience by 
sharing the breadth and vitality of the Church with participants.

WHO CAN APPLY TO BE AN EXHIBITOR AT THE EXPO AND JUSTICE 
ACTIVITY CENTRE?
The Festival invites representatives of Catholic communities, groups and 
movements as well as Catholic businesses and organisations to complete an 
expression of interest form for a stall in the expo space. 

Due to limitations of space, all expressions of interest will undergo a selection 
process. All applications will be considered with the aim of providing a balanced 
and diverse range of stalls from various organisations, groups and movements.

Expressions of interest can be completed online at: acyf.org.au/expo

https://acyf.org.au/expo/
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Expressions of interest (EOI)
EARLY BIRD EXPRESSION OF INTEREST PERIOD:  
14 APRIL – 4 JULY 2025
The Festival organisers will email early bird applicants by 4 August 2025 to  
notify the outcome of the application. If an application is successful, additional 
information including the exhibitor terms and conditions and final costings will  
be provided. To secure an expo stall, full payment is required by 30 August 2025.

EXTENDED EXPRESSION OF INTEREST PERIOD:  
5 JULY – 19 SEPTEMBER 2025
The Festival organisers will email applicants by 6 October 2025 to notify the  
outcome of the application. If an application is successful, additional information 
including the exhibitor terms and conditions and final costings will be provided.  
To secure an expo stall, full payment is required by 30 October 2025.

INDICATIVE BOOTH COSTS*:
Early bird applications (received 14 April – 4 July 2025)

Single Booth     (Not-for-profit ministry): 					     $1,200 per booth 

Single Booth     (For-profit business or ministry):		  $2,200 per booth

Extended period applications (received 5 July – 19 September 2025)

Single Booth     (Not-for-profit ministry):					     $1,500 per booth

Single Booth     (For-profit business or ministry):		  $2,500 per booth

*Final costings and stallholder terms and conditions will be provided to successful applicants.

Expressions of interest are now open online: acyf.org.au/expo

https://acyf.org.au/expo/
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Additional information
STALLHOLDER RESPONSIBILITIES
Whilst Festival staff and volunteers will be assigned to the expo space throughout  
the Festival, it is the responsibility of exhibitors to staff their own booths at all times 
during expo hours.

REGISTRATION PASSES 
Booth registration will include four passes for stallholders and representatives of  
an organisation. If required, additional exhibitor representatives can be registered.

Please note that an exhibitor registration is not equivalent to a general participant 
registration, and as such, access to broader program and venues of the Festival is  
not included. 

OPENING HOURS 

Sunday 30 November: 	 Bump-in period		  8.00am – 1.00pm

Monday 1 December: 	 Expo open		  9.00am – 6.00pm

Tuesday 2 December: 	 Expo open		  9.00am – 6.00pm 

Tuesday 2 December:	 Bump out 		  6.30pm – 9.00pm
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BOOTH DETAILS
Standard booth size:  
3m x 3m (2.4m high).

Booth signage:  
All open aisle frontages will have a printed 
fascia sign with the stall name.

Lighting:  
2 x energy efficient spotlights will be 
supplied per 9 sqm.

Power:  
1 x single 4amp power point will be 
provided per stand.

Flooring:  
Carpet tiles in grey.

Furniture:  
Standard booths will come equipped 
with one table and two chairs. Additional 
furniture can be ordered at an extra cost 
after applications have been approved.

THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX?
Organisations and movements are encouraged be creative when 
planning their spaces.  Larger stalls and interactive spaces are available, 
with organisations encouraged to share their ideas in the expression of 
interest form.
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Journaling Station
Provide a space for pilgrims 
to journal or write a letter to 
their future self about their 

faith journey.

Community Map
Display a large map where 

pilgrims can pin their location 
to showcase the Church’s 

diversity and your presence.

Photo Wall
Build a Polaroid wall where 

pilgrims take a photo and add 
their name to celebrate being 

part of God’s family.

Collaborative Mural
Create a mural where pilgrims 

add their unique mark, 
forming a shared artwork of 

faith and community.

Prayer Wall
Prompt prayer with a board 

where pilgrims can write 
intentions and know others 

will be praying for them.

Saint Station
Set up a space where 

pilgrims can randomly draw 
a patron saint card to learn 

from and be inspired by.

Goal Board
Facilitate a simple goal-

setting activity where 
pilgrims commit to a post-
Festival action or mission.

‘Ask Us’ Hour
Run an informal “ask 

anything” time where reps 
or clergy are available for a 

relaxed conversation.

Letter Station
Encourage pilgrims to write 

short letters of encouragement 
to someone in need, like the 
elderly or those struggling.

Cafe Style
Create a relaxed, coffee shop-

style space where pilgrims can sit 
and chat about faith with each 
other and your representatives.

Media Booth
Set up a video or audio station 

where pilgrims can listen to 
real-life testimonies of faith 

and your organisation’s work.

Question Box
Offer a box where pilgrims can 
submit anonymous questions 

and receive answers from 
your community or group.

?

Some suggested activities for stalls to facilitate 
creative engagement of young people:
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Justice Activity Centre
Justice orientated organisations are encouraged to partner with the Festival 
to provide deeper engagement opportunities for young people to respond 
to their calling as disciples of Christ in a specific way.

All proposed activities should:
•	 Be relational;
•	 Be designed to engage young people appropriately;
•	 Be straightforward and easy for individuals to engage in;
•	 Be quantifiable (e.g., 1000 young people wrote letters);
•	 Reflect the teaching of the Catholic Church;
•	 Avoid alignment with or preference for any particular political party.

Those wishing to participate in the Justice Activity Centre 
should indicate this in the expression of interest form which 
can be found online at: acyf.org.au/expo

What is the criteria for conducting an activity in the Justice Activity Centre?

	 Be approved as an exhibitor  
(as per signed exhibitor terms  
and conditions);

	 Complete the expo expression  
of interest form – sharing about 
the desire to engage;

	 Provide an activity  
facilitator to implement  
and conduct the activity;

	 Liaise with the Festival Encounter 
Committee Chair and Justice 
Activity Centre Coordinator;

	 Provide all materials  
required to carry out  
your approved activity;

	 Facilitate your approved  
activity at the scheduled  
time.

1 4

2 5

3 6

https://acyf.org.au/expo/

